
January 25, 2010

News:

105th Annual SUMA Convention is almost here!

Sunday January 31 – Wednesday February 3, 2010

Evraz Place - Queensbury Convention Centre, 1700 Elphinstone Street

SUMA Executive Election 2010

SUMA’s Chief Electoral Officer is now accepting nominations for the following SUMA Executive Committee positions:

· President

· Vice-President of Cities

· Vice-President of Towns

· Vice-President of Villages/Resort Villages/Northern Municipalities 

Nomination forms must be returned to the SUMA office, either prior to Convention, or on-site at Convention (Registration Desk), no later than the following deadlines:

    * President: 11:45 a.m. on Sunday, January 31, 2010

    * Vice-Presidents: 10:15 a.m. on Monday, February 1, 2010

Confirmed Nominations to date (January 25, 2010)

President:

Allan Earle, Mayor – Town of Dalmeny 

Rolly Zimmer, Mayor – Town of Tisdale 

Vice-President - Cities: 

Fred Clipsham, Councillor - City of Regina 

Dawn Luhning, Councillor - City of Moose Jaw 

Vice-President - Towns: 

Renaud Bissonnette, Mayor – Town of Willow Bunch 

Sharon Dickie, Mayor – Town of Shaunavon 

Tim Sterzer, Mayor - Town of Balgonie

Vice-President - Villages, Resort Villages and Northern Municipalities:

Barry Gunther, Mayor - Resort Village of Sun Valley

Elections will be held at the 2010 SUMA Convention.  Go to the SUMA website for more details.

Convention Reminders

Register: Once you arrive at Convention, find the registration desk and register by the first letter in the name of your municipality.
Check your envelope: This is where you will find your name badge, agenda card and event tickets.

Check your bag: You will find a number of important information items.

Pick up a Convention Handbook: The handbook contains important details of the convention including Resolutions and the Trade Show Exhibitor listing.

Watch the screens: Keep an eye on the screens in the main plenary room to see what’s happening each day.

Visit the Trade Show: Our sold-out Municipal Marketplace is an event in itself.  Make sure you take the time to walk through and visit the exhibitors.

Network: Convention is a time to not only come together with your council, but also with your counterparts from across the province.

Remember courtesy: Please remain quiet during sessions to ensure all delegates can hear. Also remember to turn off or put on vibrate your cell phone before entering any of the sessions!
Most importantly, enjoy yourself!

Check out a copy of the 2010 Convention Handbook prior to convention, click here
Events

An Evening at the RCMP Heritage Centre on Sunday, January 31st and the President’s Banquet on Tuesday February 2nd are now SOLD OUT.  We have started a waiting list, please let us know if you would like be added to the waiting list or if you have tickets, you would like to sell for the event.  We will maintain these lists until Wednesday, January 27th.  Contact the SUMA office for further information at 525-3727.

TCA Reporting Support at 2010 SUMA Convention

Municipal Support Program personnel will be available at the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA) convention on Monday, February 1 and Tuesday, February 2 for urban administrators who would like discuss any problems they are encountering with TCA implementation.  It is important that you bring all relevant information with you to ensure your inquiry can be dealt with accordingly.  To register for a one-on-one session please visit http://www.sasktca.ca/seminar-registration.php. Select “SUMA Convention TCA Support” and the time you desire (1/2 hour increments). 

Municipal Financial Statement Support at 2010 SUMA Convention

Layne McFarlane, FCA will be available Monday, February 1 for small group sessions on the new municipal financial statement.  If you would like to meet with Layne regarding the new financial statement, please register at http://www.sasktca.ca/seminar-registration.php.  Select the “Financial Statement Session” and the time you desire (1 hour increments).

SUMAssure Annual General Meeting

All participating subscribers of SUMAssure should plan to attend the first annual SUMAssure Annual General Meeting on Sunday, January 31, 2010 at 4pm at the Queensbury Convention Centre (Salon 2).  Subscribers can expect to receive a review of the reciprocal financials, bylaws, and auditor appointment. The floor will be open for subscribers to raise insurance related topics for discussion, and SUMAssure representatives will be on hand to answer questions.  Note: All participating subscribers may vote at the Annual General Meeting.  

SAMA Open Forum

Representatives of the Board of Directors of the Saskatchewan Assessment Management Agency (SAMA) will be holding an open forum on Tuesday, February 2 at the SUMA Convention on the 2009 Revaluation in Conference Room 6 between 12 noon and 3 p.m. The SAMA Board is holding this consultation session to address concerns, listen to property assessment issues, and discuss property assessment policy direction/potential improvements to assessment valuation services
Newcomers Orientation
Sunday, January 31

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Queensbury Convention Centre, Salon 1

Newly elected members of council that have never been to a SUMA convention are encouraged to attend the Newcomers Orientation. As a new delegate, this experience can be overwhelming, and the Newcomers Orientation is designed to provide you with the necessary information you need to get the most out of convention. 
Hosted by a SUMA board member, the orientation is intended to introduce delegates to the various convention activities, presentations and logistics of convention. The annual convention is jam packed with a number of presentations, education sessions, elections for the SUMA executive and opportunities to meet with colleagues and provincial government officials. 
Help us to host a greener convention!

SUMA is committed to recycling and reducing waste wherever possible, as are the majority of our members. We are conscious of the effect our Convention has on the environment and will strive to minimize its impact. We encourage our delegates to join the effort by:

• Bringing your favourite travel mug or water bottle to Convention. Ceramic mugs for coffee and tea and glasses for water will be used at the refreshment stations

• Hopping on one of our shuttle buses, or car pooling with your colleagues

• Using the clearly identified recycling bins located throughout Queensbury for your plastic drink bottles

We thank you for your participation, and for recognizing that reducing waste and practicing good recycling behavior is everyone’s responsibility!

For details on the 2010 SUMA Convention, please see the SUMA website convention page. 

SUMA joins FCM's call on municipalities to assist in reconstruction efforts in Haiti

SUMA and FCM continue to encourage municipalities across Canada to donate to established relief organizations and to report their contribution to FCM by sending an email. Furthermore, FCM has opened a special section of its recruitment website for municipalities who wish to offer technical assistance toward the rebuilding of Haiti. Interested municipalities should register here. For more information on FCM Members’ Advisory, please click here.
Canadians want infrastructure investment protected

A new FCM survey shows Canadians want the Government of Canada to protect investment in their local infrastructure as it eliminates its budget deficit. The survey shows that an overwhelming number of Canadians believe that local infrastructure is among the most important areas to protect from federal spending cuts, second only to health care. For more information, please click here. 

Celebrate Canada 2010! – Deadline February 28, 2010

Canadian Heritage is pleased to announce the official launch of the 2010 Funding Application Form. For more information on the program, please visit Canadian Heritage. To apply for funding, please click here.

MLDP registration deadline approaches – No later than February 8, 2010
The Municipal Leadership Development Program’s March 8th modules are fast approaching. Don’t miss out! There are still a few spaces available in the Human Resources module and the Public Relations and Communications module to be held on January 30th. For registration, please contact 306-761-3725 or tedwards@sarm.ca. For more information on the MLDP, please click here
CMHC Housing Awards 

In 2010, CMHC will present up to 16 awards to honour private sector-led Best Practices in Affordable Housing. Don't miss this unique opportunity to showcase your initiative! Applications must be received at CMHC's National Office by 5:00 p.m. local Ottawa time, April 16, 2010. To learn more, please click here. 

Upcoming Events:
105th Annual SUMA Convention 

Sunday January 31 – Wednesday February 3, 2010

Evraz Place - Queensbury Convention Centre, 1700 Elphinstone Street

Smart Energy Canada

January 31 – February 2, 2010

Toronto, Ontario

The 5th annual Smart Energy Canada conference which takes place in Toronto from January 31 to February 2nd. Come and learn about the latest regulatory and technological advances in the transformation towards the smart grid in Canada. For more information, please click here. 

Media Relations Training 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

Cossack Room, Ramada Inn

Regina, Saskatchewan

Benchmark Public Relations is offering training on Strategic Communications Planning (9am to noon) and Making the Most of Your Media Interviews (1pm to 4:30pm) on February 16, 2010. For more information, please click here.  

MCDP – Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities

March 11 – 12, 2010

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  

The Municipal Development Capacity Program, jointly with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs – Community Planning Branch, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation invite you to participate in a Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities.  For more information, please contact Dana at 761-3737 or email her at dschmalz@sarm.ca 

For more events, visit the SUMA events calendar
Careers:

· Town of Wilkie: Public Works Level II – Expires: January 29, 2010

· Town of Morinville: Community Peace Officer I – Expires: January 31, 2010

· Town of Vegreville: Public Works and Utilities Manager – Expires: Open until filled

· Town of Turner Valley: Chief Administrative Officer – Expires: January 29, 2010

· Woodlands County: Peace Officer - Expires: January 29, 2010
For Sale:
· For Sale: 1 - 10 h.p. US Electric Motor – Expires: February 4, 2010

· For Sale: Zummatic Center Pivot Irrigation System – Expires: January 29, 2010

